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1. The River Why, novel by David Duncan. 
a. Story of Gus, a fisherman: Searching and restless
b. Gus has friend, a fisherman, Nick, who has a calm serenity/ peace. 
c. Gus wants this for himself. 
d. He notices that Nick has long, red scar in palm of his hand.
e. Sitting by the fire one night, he asks Nick how he got that scar. 
f. On minesweeper in North Sea dur​ing W.W. II. 
g. An atheist… argued w/ the chaplain: No just God in world like this.
h. One night ship struck mine off Norway & sank quickly. 
i. Half crew died, trapped beneath deck.  Nick thrown into icy sea. 
From the top of the next swell I saw a big trawler bearing down on us.... [The man on the deck was] bellowin’ at me & pointing to fishing pole he had in his hand.... He cast over my head, but the line fell right on top of me. I tried to grab it ... but I couldn’t feel.... I watched the line running’ through my hands as the boat moved off.... I came to the end of the line. There was a big ring of cork tied to it. I took the cork into my hand again ... tried to curl my body around it, tried to make it a part of me—and that’s when I saw it.

Nick reached inside his shirt & pulled a heavy gauge, black, 5 inch fishhook, which he carried on a chain around his neck. I knew what hooks were for... I tried to trap my wrist in the crook—but it’s too small. The boat was atop the next crest. It was my last chance. I took the hook, held the point, steady as I could, right against the palm of my hand.... The trawler disappeared over the wave. A pain shot up my arm. I was dragged over, then under the water. I began to drown.... I awoke in the galley of the trawler, pukin’ up water. He stopped his story there, turned to Gus and said:
I tell you, Gus, I was right about God. He isn’t just. If He was, I’d have sunk there in my North Sea stupidity. But thank God He’s more than just.... I don’t know how to put it. I’m still not religious.... But since this hook pierced me the world hasn’t been the same. I just didn’t know anything, nothing at all, till God let me watch that line run away from me, my hands all powerless an’ cold. 
You’re young, Gus. I don’t know if you’ve been to that place beyond help or hope. But I was there.... And I was sent the help unlooked for, and it came in the shape of a hook. Nothing will ever be the way it was before that day, not for me.

And then Nick stretched his hand toward Gus & opened it, the scar red in the firelight. “Behold son,” he whispered. “Behold the sign of the Fisher’s love for a wooden-headed jackass.”  = GRACE: “Undeserved, Unlooked for.”
2. Math. 4:17-22… > 4  Experience the Fisher’s Love
17 From that time Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw 2 brothers, Simon, called Peter, & Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. He said to them, "Follow Me, & I will make you fishers of men." 20 Immediately they left their nets & followed Him. 21 Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, & John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; & He called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat & their father, & followed Him. 
a. “For teachers to have disciples was not unusual in Jesus' day… The rabbis of Jesus' day had disciples who studied and learned at their feet. But there is a difference between Jesus' calling of disciples and the approach of the rabbis. Jesus called them, rather than waiting for them to come and apply to study with them…Jesus was discipling people by being with them, modeling His truth rather than simply teaching them the Law. Jesus did not graduate His disciples as did the rabbis, for a disciple of Jesus Christ remains a disciple. Jesus called disciples who would in turn disciple others. He called them to be 'fishers of men." (Augsburger: Matthew)
b. Jesus called them. Jesus called them. Jesus called them????
· I was right about God. He isn’t just... But thank God He’s more than just.... I was sent the help unlooked for. Nothing will ever be the way it was before that day, not for me. “Behold the sign of the Fisher’s love for a wooden-headed jackass.”
c. Probably 1st heard of Jesus @ J.T.B.
1. We marvel @ obedience: Instant/ Sacrificial/ Complete/ Open-ended
2. We picture 4 men making the hardest decisions of their lives.

3. But: If ‘Man on the Street’: How? Why’d U leave all & follow Him?
· Peter: “Didn’t you hear him… His voice… His Words?
· Andrew: “Why aren’t more following Him… I’ll surely bring them.”

· James: “Did you hear the authority in his voice = heaven calling!

· John: “It was Light & Love… 4 US… JUST AS WE ARE! “Yes He’s a Rabbi, but He came after us! US!!! All He asked was, “Follow.”
· He isn’t just... But thank God He’s more than just.... We were sent the help unlooked for. Nothing will ever be the way it was before that day, not for any of us
3. Today, the Grace> Jesus Wanting/ Loving You… Just as You are.

A. Our World (& Church???) majors in Ungrace

B. This week: Clinic on Ungrace by Chinese Govt.

Giant pyrotechnic footprints that marched across the sky in the countdown to the Bejing Olympics opening ceremony were faked for video coverage. http://www.stuff.co.nz/4652802a26500.html 
According to The Beijing Times what people inside the stadium and watching on television saw were computer graphics of the footprints inserted into coverage.

Gao Xiaolong, the head of the opening ceremony visual effects team, said it had taken almost a year to create the 55-second sequence. Actual fireworks could be seen outside the stadium but it was logistically impossible to film them by helicopter, so the decision was made to recreate the effect digitally.The last foot print was visible from inside the stadium and was captured on film. Gao Xiaolong, the head of the opening ceremony visual effects team said, said the animators had gone to the extent of getting weather information so as to recreate the night time smog conditions and camera shake was added to simulate filming from a helicopter.              "Seeing how it worked out, it was still a bit too bright compared to the actual fireworks," he said. "But most of the audience thought it was filmed live - so that was mission accomplished."
C. Why Do We project False Images? Because:
1.  I’m scared of being rejected.

2.  I’ve compared myself with others.

3.  I know how many flaws I have, and

4.  I’m sure no one could love the “real me.”

5.  I watch 2 many commercials: “Product completes me.”

6.  I’ve listened to these voices of Ungrace & accepted them:
·   I am loved as long as I meet certain conditions
·  “The better I perform, the more I’m loved.”
·  “The more pleasing I am, the more I’m loved.”
·  “The more athletic/ talented I am, the more I’m loved.”

·  “The better I look, the more I will be loved.”
1. Yang Peiyi: 7 year old girl (on left) voice heard by 91,000 at Opening Ceremony, singing, “Hail to the Motherland” as Chinese flag brought into Stadium

2. Lin Miaoke: girl (right) appeared singing but actually lip-synching the words. Photographs of Lin > newspapers & websites worldwide. The official China Daily hailed her as a rising star.
3. WHY?  Yang Peiyi has a chubby face and uneven teeth.
a. Chen Qigang, music designer of ceremony: Lin Miaoke was selected to appear because of her cute appearance.
b.  "The reason why little Yang was not chosen to appear was because we wanted to project the right image, we were thinking  about what was best for the nation," Chen said in an interview that appeared briefly on the news website Sina.com before it was apparently wiped from the Internet in China.
c. Chen: "The reason was 4 the national interest. The child on camera should be flawless in image, internal feelings, & expression."
"Lin Miaoke is excellent in those aspects. But in terms of voice, Yang Peiyi is perfect, each member of our team agreed," he said. He said the final decision to stage the event with Lin lip-synching to another girl's voice was taken after a senior member of China's ruling Communist Party politburo attended a rehearsal. "He told us there was a problem that we needed to fix it, so we did," he said, without disclosing further details of the order.
However criticism began to build after it emerged that another part of the opening ceremony had been faked. Supposedly live pictures of fireworks depicting footprints moving from central Beijing's Tiananmen Square to the Olympic stadium in the north of the capital were actually partly computer-generated or pre-recorded for TV, organizers have admitted.


"This illustrates an important aspect of these Olympic Games," said Xiao Qiang, the director of the China Internet project at the University of California at Berkeley and former dissident. "It is all about projecting the right image of China with no respect for honesty or for the audience. "I do not think the Chinese state realizes how unethical this is, they don't understand what kind of values they are reflecting."

Earlier this year Olympic organizers preoccupied with the right image for the country were criticized for insisting that only tall, slim, young and attractive women could serve as medal award ceremony hostesses. Reports in the Chinese press concerning the faking of the song were sparse but Internet chat rooms have attracted debate with most people critical of the decision to fake the performance. "This is an insult to the real singer and to all the people who listened," said one commentator on popular portal Netease, reflecting the general tone.

http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=080812081108.7l9e8dck&show_article=1
4.  How Awful of China’s Govt. BUT: “Hollywood?!”
· “What Not To Wear”         Extreme makeover

·  A person is made “Beautiful”: Clothes, Surgery, Hair, Make-up
·  Finally they are Unveiled to their public & Now: HAPINESS!
 5.  Where’s all this come from? > Worldview w/o Christ… & without Grace > CHART: Eros & Agape’
1He saw 2 brothers, Simon, called Peter, & Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. He said to them, "Follow Me, & I will make you fishers of men...."  Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, & John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; & He called them. 22 
A. Jacksonville American Idol Tryouts: 

1. Sign up!    Arrive @ 5:00AM
2. Bring your best

Try Out… but only a FEW get in.
B. Imagine Simon Cowl coming to your business: Regardless of your voice, & saying, “Come”)
C. NO! Jesus went to/ called them!
1.     No Tryouts/ Performance    No, “Earn your way first.”

2.     No fear of not being good enough, & rejected.
3.     Just, “Follow Me… & I will make you…”
4.     “And I was sent the help unlooked for”

D. So, in Christ, I can say…

· I fear no rejection, so I need no false image.
· I am secure in X’s love, so I ~ compare myself w/ others
· I know that nothing can separate me from X’s love, so… I can acknowledge my warts & laugh at them.

· I’m know that X knows the “real me.” And only loves me.
· I spend more time> Prayer/Scripture than TV > Grace

· I am listening to the voice of Grace & accepting this:
·   There is nothing I can do to make God love me any more, &  

      there is nothing I can do to make God love me any less!
·   God's love 4 me is based upon God's heart, ~ my performance!
·   I seek to please God because I know he will always love me.”

·   And the ONLY image I care about is the Image of X, which God    

             is working to create in me.
Immediately they left their nets & followed Him. Immediately they left the boat & their father, & followed Him. 
Notes: Used & Unused
And so it happened that one morning as they toiled along the shores of Tiberias, the Savior came. Mark 1:16 and following describe what happened: “As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen”  (Mark 1:16). Simon Peter and Andrew were repeatedly casting their circular nets from the sides of their boat and retrieving them when Jesus called to them with what Ernst Lohmeyer called a “sharp military command.”3 “Come, follow me . .  and I will make you fishers of men”  (Mark 1:17).

As the call rang from the shore, one would have anticipated a lapse of time before a response came. But, as Mark tells us, having heard firsthand from Peter, there was no pause, not even a second look. “At once they left their nets and followed him”  (Mark 1:18). Amazing obedience! And if that was not enough, “When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him”  (Mark 1:19, 20).

In these few lines we have one of the most famous acts of obedience in history. Christ came with a radical message and then a radical call, and these four responded in radical obedience. Today wherever men and women think of obedience, they sing of these four. Let us think of what their obedience meant.

First, it meant an immensely expanded life. The horizon of these fishermen’s lives was bound by the margins of Galilee. Once in a while they went down to Jerusalem for a festival. But by and large they knew little more than the deck of their boat, the currents of the lake, and the handful of people in the marketplace. Their conversation consisted of trade talk, local gossip, family affairs, and Galilean politics. In a word, they were remarkably provincial, even to the extent of having their own telltale accent.

Then Christ came, and how their world changed! In place of Galilee came the world! John was to become Bishop of Ephesus, Peter went to Rome, and Andrew went as far as the borders of Russia! Their hearts were enlarged to take in the whole world. Their minds, once circumscribed and committed to the smallest interests, now overflowed with deep thoughts. They became theologians, thinkers, sociologists, psychologists, and strategists—all because of the gospel.

Following Christ eliminates the trivial and expands our hearts. I have seen people who had not read a book since high school come to know Christ and then go on to read twenty-five to thirty books the first year. Their mental and spiritual processes opened up as their hearts opened up. There is nothing that will make you grow more than following Christ.

Peter and Andrew and James and John grew to undreamed of heights because they made themselves special objects of Christ’s love. Next, they made themselves special objects of Christ’s attention by choosing to follow him. His promise was, and is, “Come, follow me . . . and I will make you fishers of men.” Christ committed himself to completing a miracle in them.

I am a good fisherman, but not great. To be great you have to fish and study so much that you mentally enter the great chain of life of the fish. You must read and study and fish and talk about fish. How much more difficult it is to be good fishers of men! How much more sensitivity and how much more tenacity is needed! But Christ is able to equip us for the task. Because of their commitment to following Christ, these four opened themselves to his special attention, which he lavished on them.

Christ has not changed. He still expands lives that follow him. Reflecting on Christ’s great message and call, and its effect on the lives of those who responded then, rings true to my experience now. I may yet be short-sighted in my thinking, but how much more would I be so if I had not responded to Christ. Without belief in him I would still be bound by the narrow sympathies of a heart that thinks only of self and would never have had my eyes opened to the needs of the world. Following Christ is the key to the expanding life! Kent Hughes

Giant pyrotechnic footprints that marched across the sky in the countdown to the Bejing Olympics opening ceremony were faked for video coverage. http://www.stuff.co.nz/4652802a26500.html 

According to The Beijing Times what people inside the stadium and watching on television saw were computer graphics of the footprints inserted into coverage.

Gao Xiaolong, the head of the opening ceremony visual effects team, said it had taken almost a year to create the 55-second sequence.

Actual fireworks could be seen outside the stadium but it was logistically impossible to film them by helicopter, so the decision was made to recreate the effect digitally.

The last foot print was visible from inside the stadium and was captured on film.

Mr Gao said the animators had gone to the extent of getting weather information so as to recreate the night time smog conditions and camera shake was added to simulate filming from a helicopter.

"Seeing how it worked out, it was still a bit too bright compared to the actual fireworks," he said.

"But most of the audience thought it was filmed live - so that was mission accomplished."

http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=080812081108.7l9e8dck&show_article=1 
Olympic child singing star was a fake: ceremony director 
Aug 12 04:11 AM US/Eastern

"We Wanted to Project the Right Image"  Olympic Officials Admit Some Fake Fireworks and Lip-Synched Songs at Opening Ceremony


The little girl who starred at the Olympic opening ceremony was miming and only put on stage because the real singer was not considered attractive enough, the show's musical director has revealed.   http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=080812081108.7l9e8dck&show_article=1   


Pigtailed Lin Miaoke was selected to appear because of her cute appearance and did not sing a note, Chen Qigang, the general music designer of the ceremony, said in an interview with a state broadcaster aired Tuesday. Photographs of Lin in a bright red party dress were published in newspapers and websites all over the world and the official China Daily hailed her as a rising star on Tuesday.


But Chen said the girl whose voice was actually heard by the 91,000 capacity crowd at the Olympic stadium during the spectacular ceremony was in fact seven-year-old Yang Peiyi, who has a chubby face and uneven teeth. "The reason why little Yang was not chosen to appear was because we wanted to project the right image, we were thinking about what was best for the nation," Chen said in an interview that appeared briefly on the news website Sina.com before it was apparently wiped from the Internet in China.


Lin was seen to perform the patriotic song "Ode to the Motherland" as China's national flag was carried into the stadium, a key moment in the three hour ceremony. "The reason was for the national interest. The child on camera should be flawless in image, internal feelings, and expression," said Chen, a renowned contemporary composer and French citizen.


"Lin Miaoke is excellent in those aspects. But in terms of voice, Yang Peiyi is perfect, each member of our team agreed," he said. He said the final decision to stage the event with Lin lip-synching to another girl's voice was taken after a senior member of China's ruling Communist Party politburo attended a rehearsal.


"He told us there was a problem that we needed to fix it, so we did," he said, without disclosing further details of the order. The ceremony directed by China's Oscar-nominated filmmaker Zhang Yimou and featuring more than 15,000 performers won high praise in China and overseas for its breadth, scope and flawless execution.


However criticism began to build after it emerged that another part of the opening ceremony had been faked. Supposedly live pictures of fireworks depicting footprints moving from central Beijing's Tiananmen Square to the Olympic stadium in the north of the capital were actually partly computer-generated or pre-recorded for TV, organizers have admitted.


"This illustrates an important aspect of these Olympic Games," said Xiao Qiang, the director of the China Internet project at the University of California at Berkeley and former dissident. "It is all about projecting the right image of China with no respect for honesty or for the audience. "I do not think the Chinese state realizes how unethical this is, they don't understand what kind of values they are reflecting."

Earlier this year Olympic organizers preoccupied with the right image for the country were criticized for insisting that only tall, slim, young and attractive women could serve as medal award ceremony hostesses. Reports in the Chinese press concerning the faking of the song were sparse but Internet chat rooms have attracted debate with most people critical of the decision to fake the performance. "This is an insult to the real singer and to all the people who listened," said one commentator on popular portal Netease, reflecting the general tone.
	Pastor Zhang “Bike” Mingxuan, known for traveling across China on a bicycle to evangelize, was arrested by Chinese police just two days before the Olympics began. Pastor Bike was the inspiration for the recent partnership between The Voice of the Martyrs and China Aid Association to create the Olympic Prayer Band.

Pastor Asks for Prayer Band
Earlier this year, Pastor Bike pleaded with VOM staff to ask Christians to pray for persecuted Christians in China during the Olympics. The pastor voluntarily preaches the gospel openly in China despite being persecuted. He has asked for his identity to be revealed to bring continued attention to the persecution of Christians in Communist China.

Thanks to Pastor Bike’s inspiration and the commitment of concerned Christians across the United States, more than 800,000 prayer bands have been circulated. On Aug. 6, Pastor Bike was arrested while trying to deliver medicine to his ailing wife. His wife and another pastor were also arrested. We have also learned this week that Chinese officials are opening a full investigation of the Olympic Prayer Bands that were distributed to house church members within China. Despite this increased pressure from Chinese authorities, Chinese Christians continue to ask for prayer and to make their plight known.

Order your Prayer Bands today!
As the Olympics goes on, the harassment of Chinese evangelists continues to increase. Please help remind others to pray for persecuted Christians like Pastor Bike by ordering your prayer bands today!

More about Pastor Bike
Pastor Bike, president of the Chinese House Church Alliance, rode his bike more than 10,000 miles, visiting 24 Chinese provinces to introduce nonbelievers to Jesus Christ. Armed with a Bible and his business card, which declared “Believe in Jesus, Earn Eternal Life,” Pastor Bike brought the gospel to thousands of people. He and other Chinese evangelists have been repeatedly harassed by Chinese officials during this Olympic year.

	.
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PHELPS' PIG SECRET: HE'S BOY GORGE

By CLEMENTE LISI with Post Wire Services

http://www.nypost.com/seven/08132008/news/nationalnews/phelps_pig_secret__hes_boy_gorge_124248.htm 

Swimming sensation Michael Phelps has an Olympic recipe for success - and it involves eating a staggering 12,000 calories a day. 

"Eat, sleep and swim. That's all I can do," Phelps, who won two more gold medals today, told NBC when asked what he needs to win medals. "Get some calories into my system and try to recover the best I can." 

By comparison, the average man of the same age needs to ingest about 2,000 calories a day. 

Phelps, 23, will swim 17 times over nine days of competition at the Beijing Games - meaning that he will need all the calories he can shovel in his mouth in order to keep his energy levels high. 

Phelps' diet - which involves ingesting 4,000 calories every time he sits down for a meal - resembles that of a reckless overeater rather than an Olympian. 

Phelps lends a new spin to the phrase "Breakfast of Champions" by starting off his day by eating three fried-egg sandwiches loaded with cheese, lettuce, tomatoes, fried onions and mayonnaise. He follows that up with two cups of coffee, a five-egg omelet, a bowl of grits, three slices of French toast topped with powdered sugar and three chocolate-chip pancakes. 

At lunch, Phelps gobbles up a pound of enriched pasta and two large ham and cheese sandwiches slathered with mayo on white bread - capping off the meal by chugging about 1,000 calories worth of energy drinks. 

For dinner, Phelps really loads up on the carbs - what he needs to give him plenty of energy for his five-hours-a-day, six-days-a-week regimen - with a pound of pasta and an entire pizza. 

He washes all that down with another 1,000 calories worth of energy drinks. 

By Francois Thomazeau  http://www.reuters.com/news/sports/2008olympics 

BEIJING (Reuters) - World record holder Alain Bernard opened the war of words for the Olympic swimming competition on Thursday, stating he was the favorite for the 100 meters freestyle and the French relay squad would "smash" the Americans.

Bernard lowered Pieter van den Hoogenband's world record to 47.50 seconds in March and four of his title rivals have since swum under 48 seconds, making the blue-ribbon event one of the most open on the Beijing program.

Not according to Bernard.

"The 100 meters favorite, it's me," he told journalists in Beijing. "If I didn't believe I was, I wouldn't be here at all.

"I've always said that 10 to 15 swimmers could be on the podium. But physically, I'm on top. I'm fitter than I was at the French championships, fitter than I was at the European championships."

A great fan of double Olympic champion van den Hoogenband, Bernard said the Dutchman, below par in recent months, was far from finished despite having the 13th fastest time this year, 0.87 seconds behind Bernard's world record.

Van den Hoogenband has withdrawn from the 200 freestyle to concentrate on defending his Olympic title.

"He will be there, believe me," Bernard said of the Dutch veteran. "He's going for his third title, and for someone like me, taking part in his first Olympics, it's impressive."  

Bernard also said the French relay quartet, in a remark reminiscent of Gary Hall Jr's comments the Americans' would "smash the Australians like guitars" just before the Sydney Olympics, would be one of the teams to beat.

France with a team including Amaury Leveaux, Frederic Gilot and Frederick Bousquet clocked 3:12.54 in June, only 0.08 seconds from the world mark and Bernard was bullish ahead of Sunday's 4x100 freestyle relay heats.

"The Americans? We're going to smash them. That's what we came here for," Bernard said.

"I'll start my Games in the 4x100 meters freestyle relay final, confident that my pals will have qualified easily.

"If the relay goes according to plans, than we'll be on a roll."

Why Do Newly Planted Churches Grow Faster Than Older Churches? 

http://rmdc.org/200060.ihtml 

 EVANGELISM IS THE MAIN ACTIVITY 
 Older churches usually have a variety of activities. Many of them are good. The problem is that evangelism sometimes becomes a low priority. When planting a church, evangelism is the main thing that's done. Consequently, people come to Christ and the church grows. 
 
 NEW TERRITORY 
 Church plants often are in new areas of development. Less Christian activity has probably taken place there. 
 
 MORE NOTICEABLE 
 A new church is usually more noticeable than an older church. We usually notice new stores. But how many people notice the old one? Thousands pass by daily without paying much attention. It's the same thing with older churches. New churches attract more attention. 
 
 NEW BELIEVERS FIT IN BETTER 
 In many older churches, the members have been there for years. They know exactly what will happen in every Sunday service. They know the songs. They know when to stand, when to sit, when to shake hands, who is always late, who sings off key, who doesn't sing, who shouts, who cries. They know it all. But what about the new believers? They hardly know anything. It's all foreign to them. As a result, many visitors don't return? 
 
 A key to rapid church growth is to disciple new believers in a context in which they are comfortable, rather than bringing them into a context where we are comfortable. It could be that we are comfortable in our local church, but new believers might not be. The biggest reason why new churches grow faster than old churches is that new believers fit in better in new churches. 
 
 NEW BELIEVERS IN NEW CHURCHES HAVE MANY CONTACTS 
 Most people come to Christ and into the church through a close friend or relative. After we have been in the church for a few years, most of our close friends are already Christians. This is not the case yet with new Christians. Their close friends are not yet Christians. Each new believer is an open doorway to many unbelievers. New Christians have far more contacts with non-Christians than those who have been in the church for a few years. 
 
 A new church is made up almost completely of new believers like this! Most have plenty of prime contacts. Through faithful follow-up the church can grow rapidly. 
 
 IT'S EASIER TO GIVE BIRTH THAN TO RAISE THE DEAD 
 It's been said that it's easier to give birth than to raise the dead. This is true of people and of churches. When an older church that's hardly growing plants a daughter church a fresh excitement can develop and a sense of purpose can create momentum. http://rmdc.org/200060.ihtml 
 
 
It is always good to bring fresh ideas, research, and technology to bring much needed change to the church. The church is rooted and grounded in traditions that do not easily give way to new ideas that impact the way church is done. Perhaps that is why new churches grow much faster than existing ones.

If somehow, new leaders can emerge, show respect and honor those who have paid the price for previous era, and then start new expressions, not in “reaction” to the older but complementary to it. This seems to be the idea behind Proverbs… from Proverbs Chapter 1:2-5.

http://thehsus.com/views/2007/05/21/the-next-billionaires/
The movie, "The Perfect Storm" well described the tremendous, constant risks and dangers of the fishing industry, through the eyes of the crew of the fishing boat, the "Andrea Gail".

 Out of their need to bring home an excellent catch of fish, the captain and crew decide to risk everything and travel as far as the "Flemish Cap"; an especially dangerous trek in the unpredictably stormy month of October.On their way back to Gloucester Mass., the Andrea Gail encounters the perfect storm of 1991 and is never heard from again.

 
 As regards the dangers of the fishing industry, on the official website of "The Perfect Storm", it is written:

  "... by 1991 the Grand Banks was also seeing its fish population decline, largely as a result of factory trawling. Some fishermen felt they had to go even farther out into the Atlantic to bring home enough catch to pay their rents and feed their families. On occasions, they even went as far as the Flemish Cap. It was in this remote but fertile fishing ground that the Andrea Gail last set its hooks. 

  Fishing-related accidents have "claimed more than 10,000 Gloucestermen over four centuries" - a toll higher than the one taken by all the wars combined since the town's founding. And while improvements in shipbuilding, navigational technology, weather-reporting and rescue support have made boating safer, fishing has become, if anything, an even more lethal occupation, killing more of its workers, per capita, than any other job in the U.S.

"There are many kinds of work that are dangerous, but one of the interesting things about fishing is that it really hasn’t changed much over time," says author (of the book, The Perfect Storm) Sebastian Junger. "It’s been mechanized, of course, but the basic reality of going to sea for months at a stretch is the same as it was 100 ago. You’re way beyond help from anyone else; you’re on your own. And I think that forms a certain kind of character. 

"Not only does everyone know someone who has died at sea but everyone who works in the fishing industry has almost died. Every single fisherman you talk to has almost gotten nailed at one time or another." 

These four make up the inner circle of Jesus' larger group of disci​ples. They were average men, individualists, not the bravest nor the easiest to work with. Peter was impulsive and headstrong, Andrew was homespun and supportive, James and John were ambitious and called "sons of thunder"; yet they were willing to change, to identify with Christ and become heralds of the Kingdom of God.

For teachers to have disciples was not unusual in Jesus' day. Earlier, Socrates had had his disciples, inviting them to follow him and learn of goodness and virtue. The rabbis of Jesus' day had disciples who studied and learned at their feet. But there is a difference between Jesus' calling of disciples and the approach of the rabbis. Jesus called them, rather than waiting for them to come and apply to study with them…Jesus was discipling people by being with them, modeling His truth rather than simply teaching them the Law. Jesus did not graduate His disciples as did the rabbis, for a disciple of Jesus Christ remains a disciple. Jesus called disciples who would in turn disciple others. He called them to be 'fishers of men."(Augsburger: Matthew)

Olympic child singing star was a fake: ceremony director 
Aug 12 04:11 AM US/Eastern

"We Wanted to Project the Right Image"  Olympic Officials Admit Some Fake Fireworks and Lip-Synched Songs at Opening Ceremony


The little girl who starred at the Olympic opening ceremony was miming and only put on stage because the real singer was not considered attractive enough, the show's musical director has revealed.   http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=080812081108.7l9e8dck&show_article=1   


Pigtailed Lin Miaoke was selected to appear because of her cute appearance and did not sing a note, Chen Qigang, the general music designer of the ceremony, said in an interview with a state broadcaster aired Tuesday. Photographs of Lin in a bright red party dress were published in newspapers and websites all over the world and the official China Daily hailed her as a rising star on Tuesday.


But Chen said the girl whose voice was actually heard by the 91,000 capacity crowd at the Olympic stadium during the spectacular ceremony was in fact seven-year-old Yang Peiyi, who has a chubby face and uneven teeth. "The reason why little Yang was not chosen to appear was because we wanted to project the right image, we were thinking about what was best for the nation," Chen said in an interview that appeared briefly on the news website Sina.com before it was apparently wiped from the Internet in China.


Lin was seen to perform the patriotic song "Ode to the Motherland" as China's national flag was carried into the stadium, a key moment in the three hour ceremony. "The reason was for the national interest. The child on camera should be flawless in image, internal feelings, and expression," said Chen, a renowned contemporary composer and French citizen.


"Lin Miaoke is excellent in those aspects. But in terms of voice, Yang Peiyi is perfect, each member of our team agreed," he said. He said the final decision to stage the event with Lin lip-synching to another girl's voice was taken after a senior member of China's ruling Communist Party politburo attended a rehearsal.


"He told us there was a problem that we needed to fix it, so we did," he said, without disclosing further details of the order. The ceremony directed by China's Oscar-nominated filmmaker Zhang Yimou and featuring more than 15,000 performers won high praise in China and overseas for its breadth, scope and flawless execution.


However criticism began to build after it emerged that another part of the opening ceremony had been faked. Supposedly live pictures of fireworks depicting footprints moving from central Beijing's Tiananmen Square to the Olympic stadium in the north of the capital were actually partly computer-generated or pre-recorded for TV, organizers have admitted.


"This illustrates an important aspect of these Olympic Games," said Xiao Qiang, the director of the China Internet project at the University of California at Berkeley and former dissident. "It is all about projecting the right image of China with no respect for honesty or for the audience. "I do not think the Chinese state realizes how unethical this is, they don't understand what kind of values they are reflecting."

Earlier this year Olympic organizers preoccupied with the right image for the country were criticized for insisting that only tall, slim, young and attractive women could serve as medal award ceremony hostesses. Reports in the Chinese press concerning the faking of the song were sparse but Internet chat rooms have attracted debate with most people critical of the decision to fake the performance. "This is an insult to the real singer and to all the people who listened," said one commentator on popular portal Netease, reflecting the general tone.

http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=080812081108.7l9e8dck&show_article=1
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